UNIVER SITE 


WConcordia 


GNivenr sit ¥ 


FIGHTING AGING 


Researcher seeks key to youth in yeast 





WORKS IDENTIFIED 


3 


6 


Restitution Project uncovers Old Masters 


MAKING THE CASE 


28th annual competition a success 





9 





LON MOLLALISIY N¥IIS ASIL¥NOD 


SIMAWIS VIGIN IAIN) Sit 








Publications Mail Agreement No.40042804 


ournal 


January 15, 2009 | Vol. 4, No. 8 | cjournal.concordia.ca 


JOTVSSIT3 NOVA 


A snowy, clear day at Loyola during a recent cold snap. Bike racks, normally teeming with bikes in other seasons, are evidence the 
cold can force even the hardiest on to the shuttle. 


Strategic planning: new phase 


KAREN HERLAND 


The articulation of the university's 
strategic goals is moving from a passive 
to a more active stage. Newly constitut- 
ed presidential panels will now identify 
and seek to fill gaps in the information 
collected. 

Last fall, all members of the university 
community were encouraged to share 
their vision for Concordia in public 
meetings, more intimate world café set- 
tings, website posts or private conversa- 
tions with President Judith Woodsworth, 
Provost David Graham or other mem- 
bers of the strategic planning team. 

The people have spoken and their 
voices are evident in the reworking of 
the university's five-year strategic plan. 
The lastest version will be available on 
the strategic plan webpage. 

“Tam extremely grateful for the level of 
engagement of faculty, staff and students 
in the process, 
Woodsworth. “We have received an over- 
whelming body of comments, totalling 


consultation said 


nearly 50 pages, which has been very 
helpful to us in moving forward with the 
development of our strategic plan” 

Since early December, members of 
the president's team have been sifting 
through emails, minutes of meetings 
and café conversations to identify com- 
mon threads, overlooked points and 
reactions to the initial plan. 

The reworked version of the plan 
responds to requests to tone down the 
jargon, better clarify goals and means 
of measuring success, ensure the role of 
staff is better defined and integrate the 
occasionally overlooked sectors of 
Concordia (such as the Libraries) into 
the overall objectives. 

The plan aims to situate Concordia 
among the top comprehensive univer- 
sities in the country and make it a pre- 
ferred destination for students and fac- 
ulty in a variety of identified fields of 
study. 

Greater attention has been paid to 
research and creative activity. “We 
heard very clearly from our colleagues 


that Concordia’s strengths in this vital 
area needed more prominence in our 
plan,” said Graham. “We've also focused 
more sharply on the importance of our 
faculty and staff to our success and 
stated unambiguously that Concordia’s 
academic mission is paramount. 

The process still has a way to go 
before the president submits the plan 
to the Board of Governors for its 
approval in June. 

Three presidential panels of five to 
six people, representing relevant sec- 
tors of the university and the broader 
community, will examine comments 
and input related to key areas within 
the plan: 
+» Student Experience chaired by former 
Dean of Students Donald Boisvert; 

- Employee Engagement chaired by 
Associate VP Enrolment and Student 
Services Roger Cété; 
- Community Engagement chaired by 
Associate VP Government Relations 
Russell Copeman. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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Karl Polanyi: Still envisioning a different world 


Eleventh Polanyi conference a success 





Universidade Candido Mendes’ Theotonio Dos Santos (left) sits with professor Kari Polanyi Levitt and Provost 
David Graham (right) at the Polanyi conference’s plenary session, Dec.I1. 


Russ COOPER 


Sometime during the denoue- 
ment of the 11" international 
Karl Polanyi conference, Polanyi 
Institute Director Marguerite 
Mendell received an email from 
University of Toronto senior 
scholar and conference partici- 
pant Richard  Sandbrook. 
"Intellectual life becomes fun 
again at the Karl Polanyi confer- 
ence,” he said. 

Given the gravity of the cur- 
rent economic collapse, dis- 
cussing the future has become a 
bit of a downer as of late. But 
good minds yield good ideas 
and, it appears, foster good 
moods. 

Held from Dec. 9 to 11, 2008, 
entitled The Relevance of Karl 
Polanyi for the 21* Century, the 
conference connected commu- 
nity members and students with 
international experts to share 
ideas about the importance of 
Polanyi's work in the develop- 
ment of new theories across dis- 
ciplines and borders. 

The summit welcomed over 
90 participating speakers and 
scholars to discuss, debate and 
expand upon Polanyi’ ever- 
increasing relevance to history, 
the environment, financial sys- 
tems, burgeoning social move- 
ments and a host of other 
issues. It drew approximately 
100 attendees to its 18 sessions. 

According to Mendell (who 
also serves as Vice Principal of 
the School of Community and 
Public Affairs), the crux of 


Polanyi’s thinking and the basis 
for Concordia's Polanyi Institute 
of Political Economy is this: 
"People should be driving the 


‘ economy. Not the other way 


around. 

"Polanyi knew that any econo- 
my disembedded from its insti- 
tutional and social context can 
have very devastating results,” 
says Mendell. "We can look at 
what's happening today and see 
this clearly.” 

The conference's theme was 
chosen long before the recent 
market cave-in. Nonetheless, 
the choice of subject couldn't 
have been more pertinent. 

Using his historical analysis of 
industrialization, the Hungarian- 
born Polanyi demonstrated that 
self-regulating markets were 
inherently crisis-bound, that 
commerce and trade require reg- 
ulation and that growth cannot 
succeed without considering the 
short- and long-term human 
effects. 

Polanyi's 1944 tome The Great 
Transformation, which grew out 
of his lectures delivered to the 
Workers Educational Association 
in the UK during the late-'30s, has 
long been the quintessential ref- 
erence for his ideas. 

For many years now, Mendell 
has been working closely with 
Polanyi's daughter, Kari Polanyi 
Levitt. Honourary president of 
the Institute and Professor 
Emeritus at McGill, Polanyi 
Levitt delivered a moving open- 
ing address at the plenary ses- 
sion in H-767 on Dec. 11. 


"At this crucial point in time, I 
welcome the opportunity to dis- 
cuss my father's ideas," Polanyi 
Levitt said. "Let us consider we 
do have a responsibility to think 
in larger terms.” 

And that they did. Distilling 
Polanyi's thinking never does 
justice to its scope and depth, 
and that's not what the confer- 
ence was about. To name a mere 
few, participants included 
University of Gothenburg Prof- 
essor Emeritus at the School of 
Global Studies Bjorn Hettne, 
Johns Hopkins University 
Professor of Economics Gio- 
vanni Arrighi, and Professor of 
Human Studies at the Univers- 
idade Candido Mendes in Rio de 
Janerio Theotonio Dos Santos. 

Among the recurring points 
of discussion was the current 
shift within many countries 
towards more local potential - 
both as a response to globaliza- 
tion, and a growing recognition 
of local capacity to generate 
wealth and meet larger societal 
goals of social justice, equity 
and sustainable development. 

"There have been many local 
initiatives springing up all over 
the world in the last two 
decades.” says Mendell. "These 
are not defensive strategies. On 
the contrary, they are impor- 
tant illustrations of what we 
might call the re-embedding of 
the economy in local communi- 
ties.” 

After being held in Paris in 
2010, the bi-annual conference 
will return to Concordia in 2012. 


S3AWIS VIGIM FALVIYD SLIT 


Polanyi Institute turns 20 


It began with a single idea to share Karl Polanyi's wealth of innovative 
knowledge in the hopes of seeing the world in a different way. Now, cel- 
ebrating its 20th anniversary, it's the Concordias Polanyi Institute 
that's sharing ideas and creating a wealth of innovative knowledge. 

In 1986, the institute's director, Marguerite Mendell, participated in 
a Hungarian Academy of Sciences conference in Budapest to celebrate 
the centenary of Polanyi’s birth. There, she was struck by the extent 
and depth of his influence on thinkers from a breadth of disciplines. 

"When I returned to Montreal, my colleagues and I thought, 'why 
not an institute?” says Mendell. "I approached then-Arts and Science 
Dean Charles Bertrand who enthusiastically supported this idea.” 

Co-founders Mendell and Professor Kari Polanyi Levitt (whod 
already been working together for two years), along with an incredible 
team and international collaborators, have brought timely relevance 
to Polanyi's thinking throughout the institute's history. Since its incep- 
tion, it has held 11 international conferences, published 13 books, 
hosted and helped facilitate the research of renowned scholars and 
advanced, "an ongoing critical reflection on contemporary society.” 

Currently, the institute's biggest project is digitizing the archives - 
housed exclusively at Concordia — of Polanyi's original notes, manu- 
scripts, correspondence and memorabilia for easier worldwide access 
to his ideas. 

As for the future, Mendell notes the collapse of communism in 1989, 
the Seattle WTO riots in 1999, the current economic malaise and 
Obama’ election victory as examples of the need to reconcile global 
social and economic objectives that underlies Karl Polanyi’s work. 

"In each case, there was a large outpouring of energy wanting to 
move away from a predominant free market ideology and acting on it,” 
she says. "For the university, this is great because it never plateaus. We 
always have something new and exciting to work on.” 

RUSS COOPER 





Ana Gomez 


"Basically, she's the backbone of 
the Polanyi Institute.” 

High praise, especially coming 
from _ director Marguerite 
Mendell. But Mendell’s probably 
not the only one who'll say 
Administrative Coordinator Ana 
Gomez has helped make the 
institute what it is today. 

Starting as a research assistant 
19 years ago, Gamez’ current 
position and irreplaceable value 
to the institute has naturally 
evolved over time. "I basically 
grew with the institute,’ she says. 

Born in Nicaragua, Gomez was 
sent to Montreal by her parents at 
17. First studying social sciences at Dawson, she went on to 
Concordia to complete a BA in sociology in 1982 and an MA in pub- 
lic policy and public administration in 1987. Her decision to remain 
in Montreal after graduation was in part due to civil war in her home- 
land at the time. 

Besides co-coordinating the recent international Polanyi confer- 
ence and helping digitize their archives, Gomez is an integral part of 
the institute's Latin America Project - an endeavour that sends 
researchers and partners to Latin American countries and regions to 
compare their local development and the social economy with that 
of Quebec. The goal is to discuss and learn about different ways of 
enabling socially-driven progress. 

"The Quebec experience has much to share, and our work in Latin 
America is built upon a reciprocal relationship,” says Gomez. "We're 
not there to teach, but to explore different ways of thinking together, 
because it is out of such dialogue that alternatives will emerge.” 

RUSS COOPER 





Institute Coordinator Ana Gomez 
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Fighting aging 





Assistant Biology Professor Vladimir Titorenko is exploring the key to youth through experimenting with yeast. 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Ponce de Leon, it seems, was 
looking in the wrong place for the 
Fountain of Youth. According to 
Vladimir Titorenko (Biology), if a 
source of agelessness exists, it will 
not be found in a Floridian stream 
but somewhere in the genetic 
code of yeast. (Sorry, Snowbirds.) 

Titorenko is the Concordia 
University Research Chair (Tier 2) 
in Genomics, Cell Biology and 
Aging. As the name suggests, he 
and the students in his lab are 
teasing out the genetic mecha- 
nisms of what makes us grow old. 

Their primary subject of study 
is brewer's yeast, Saccharomyces 
cerevisiae. Believe it or not, the 
microorganism is a good model 
for aging in many other organ- 
isms including worms, spiders, 
flies, fish and mice. 

“In fact, all the genes that regu- 
late aging in these animals; he 
said, “were initially identified in 
yeast, so there is a strong connec- 
tion between yeast and higher 
forms of life” 

It is for this reason that one of 
Titorenkos recent discoveries has 
garnered a lot of attention. 

About 70 years ago, 
researchers on aging discov- 
ered that reducing calorie 
intake in mice by 30 to 40% 
increased the rodents life spans 
by 20 to 30%. The exciting part 
of the finding was not so much 
the improved life span, but the 
associated improvement in 
health span; the mice were not 
only living longer, but also expe- 
riencing later onset of age-relat- 
ed conditions such as diabetes, 
cancer and neurodegenerative 


disorders. 

“Let's face it? said Titorenko, 
“people don't just want to live 
longer, the goal is to live longer 
and be healthy: 

Since the initial discovery, the 
calorie reduction results have 
been reproduced reliably in a 
number of species including dogs 
and monkeys. Trials with human 
volunteers are ongoing in the U.S. 
and UK. Still no one had man- 
aged to identify the mechanisms 
at work until now. 

Working with yeast, Titorenko 
and his colleagues have identified 
a series of changes that occur 
within cells on a strict but nutri- 
tionally complete diet. 

“Calorie restriction appears not 
only to reduce fat accumulation 
in cells, but also to promote fat 
burning” he explained. The dou- 
ble whammy against fats signifi- 
cantly decreases the levels of free 
fatty acids and other toxic lipids 
that damage cells. 

The key to this improvement 
appears to be initiating the calo- 
rie reduction while the yeast is 
still relatively young. (Mice only 
benefit from the diet if they start 
it before their skeletal develop- 
ment is complete.) 

Reduction in lipid accumula- 
tion also helps yeast avoid cell 
necrosis — a rather Monty 
Pythonesque-end where cells lit- 
erally explode because they con- 
tain too much material. 

Provided the yeast survives to 
old age, the diet has even more 
impact. It extends the length of 
time in which mitochondria, the 
cell’s power plants, function 
optimally. 

“This maintenance increases 


resistance to different stresses, 
and the ability of the cell to fight 
damage through repair’ said 
Titorenko. 

For example, the dieting yeast 
demonstrate a measurable 
increase in production of the 
sugar trehalose. This sugar 
attaches to damaged proteins 
and prevents them from joining 
together in clumps. These clumps 
are a key culprit in degenerative 
diseases like Alzheimer's. 

“With the dietary changes we 
have doubled the expected life 
span of yeast.” 

They have also discovered a 
novel group of molecules that act 
as a drug for expanding the life 
span of yeast. 

“It's become a convenient tool 
for manipulating aging in our 
experiments,’ said Titorenko. 

He is considering patenting the 
drug and approaching pharma- 
ceutical companies for further 
research. For the moment, he is 
collaborating with researchers at 
McGill, Johns Hopkins 
(Baltimore) and the Ottawa Heart 
Institute to see if the drug has any 
impact on human cell cultures. 

“If we see results here, there is 
the potential it will have an effect 
on human aging,’ but Titorenko is 
still very cautious. The only iden- 
tified anti-aging drug is resvera- 
trol, a substance found in red 
wine (and many an email spam 
message). 

“Resveratrol extends the life 
span of yeast, worms, flies and 
fish, but does not increase the 
longevity of mice fed a standard 
diet? he said. He doesn’t want his 
drug to end up as fodder for any- 
one’s spam filter. 
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ACCOLADES 


Concordia Chancellor David P. O’Brien has been appointed an 
Officer of the Order of Canada for his contributions as a respected 
corporate leader and for his generous support of post-secondary 
education across Canada. Governor General Michaélle Jean 
announced O'Brien's appointment among 89 new recipients who 
will be invited to accept their insignia at a ceremony to be held at a 
later date. 


N@Qo 


Jillian Kestler-D’Amours was one of two Canadian journalism stu- 
dents to win the Hong Kong Student Fellowship. The honour was 
conferred by a panel of three judges, named by the Canadian 
Association of Journalists’ (CAJ) national board of directors. Kestler- 
DAmours will have expenses paid for a week-long trip to Hong Kong 
over the next year. 


~@- 


The Mirror just published their annual list of noisemakers and 
Concordians feature prominently in this crop of up-and-comers. 
Activist duo/couple Nora Rohman and Kate Lamothe are galva- 
nizing the queer community by organizing cultural and political 
events of all types. Promoters The Pirates of the Lachine Canal also 
have Concordia connections. 


Tao-Nhan Nguyen has turned his engineering degree into half of 
musical duo FM Radio Gods. Uber-geeks Howie Pun and Jonathan 
Starr met at Concordia, as did Pistol Press Publishers Jp King, Gil 
Filar and Hillary Rexe. J.R. Carpenter also got her literary start 
here. Meanwhile, filmmakers Ray Klonsky and Marc Lamy made 
the list. Concordia must have noticed the sculpting skills of grad 
Maskull Lasserre, because he's now teaching here. Dancer Andrew 
Turner was featured in last November's faculty showcase. 
Dancer/promoter/musician Lunice Fermin Pierre II is currently 
studying here will pursuing a range of activities. 


~o 


Yung Chang (BFA 99 Film Production) has been enjoying great suc- 
cess this past year. His documentary, Up The Yangtze, was recog- 
nized as one of the year's best reviewed films in the U.S. on the meta- 
critic web site, www.metacritic.com/film/awards/ Meanwhile Chang 
is one of four filmmakers chosen to participate in the inaugural 
CFC/NFB Feature Documentary Program. Created by the Canadian 
Film Centre (CFC) and the National Film Board (NFB), the program 
launches this month with the goal of developing successful original 
feature length documentaries for international cinema audiences. 


NQo 


George Vatistas (Mechanical 
Engineering) has been hon- 
oured for one of the top ten 
discoveries of 2008 by Québec 
Science magazine. Vatistas 
found himself working in the 
realm of physics and was able 
to physically prove an existing 
theory on vortex rings. (See 
Journal, April 17, 2008.) His dis- 
covery has multiple applica- 
tions from forecasting tornado 
development to improving the 
design of turbine machinery. 





“Qo 


The John Molson School of Business delegation won an award 
for International Management in the Academic Component at the 
2009 Jeux du Commerce TD Insurance Meloche Monnex, held from 
January 2 to 4. Over 1 000 students from 13 universities in eastern 
Canada participated under the theme, ‘Challenges for the Future: 
The bilingual games have been held for the past two decades. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Herfried Scheer 


On Sunday, Dec. 14, the Loyola 
Chapel filled with the sounds of 
Austrian folk songs in celebra- 
tion of the life of Herfried Scheer 
who served as an associate pro- 
fessor of German at Concordia 
from 1969 until his retirement in 
2003. Friedl, as he was affection- 
ately known, died of cancer on 
Dec. 3, 2008. 

During the ceremony, many 
people, including his son Harald, 
shared fond memories of his 
sense of perseverance, his love of 
life, his passion for imparting 
knowledge to his students and 
his humane spirit. 

His love of learning about lan- 
guages and culture brought him 


in contact with the traditional 
Hutterite communities of 
Alberta. Gaining their trust and 
respect, Scheer was able to scien- 
tifically study their old Austrian 
dialect and would become an 
international authority on the 
Hutterite language. He obtained 
his BA and MA at the University 
of Alberta and then his PhD at 
McGill University in 1972. 

A multi-faceted individual, he 
will be missed by all who crossed 
his path. In the words of his 
friend and colleague Associate 
Professor Helmut Famira, “He 
left an irreparable hole in the 
fabric of my life. He was not only 
a man, he was a good man’ 


Dowan Kwon 


Concordia was saddened with 
the passing of associate profes- 
sor of Decision Science and 
Management Information 
Systems Dowan Kwon. He died 
Nov. 13, 2008. 

Kwon joined Concordia 
University in 2002. He taught 
undergraduate and graduate 
level courses such as database 
management, systems design 
and implementation, and 
advanced topics in information 
systems development. His 
research interests included 
business values and strategic 
consequences of information 
systems, detailed analyses of 
technological framing and evo- 
lution and qualitative research 


Michael 


It is with regret we report the 
passing of Michael Marsden on 
Oct. 21, his 79th birthday. A 
friend and an invaluable faculty 
member of the Department of 
Geography, Planning and Envi- 
ronment from 1965 until his 
retirement in 1995, a celebra- 
tion of his life was held on Nov. 
2 at his home in the Eastern 
Townships. 

Marsden was a man with a 
keen interest in many aspects of 
life around him. His adventurous 
spirit led to working in the Arctic 
to managing the library of The 
Arctic Institute of North Amer- 
ica. Later, he worked in East 
Africa where his skills in geomor- 
phology contributed to ongoing 


methodologies. 

Kwon was awarded a three- 
year FQRSC grant in 2005. His 
work reached many people over 
the course his life. Kwon was 
proud to present his research at 
such conferences as ICIS doc- 
toral consortium, the Academy 
of Management Annual 
Meeting, ASAC, and KMIS. As 
well, his findings were pub- 
lished in such volumes as the 
Journal of Strategic Information 
Systems, Information Technology 
and People as well as the Journal 
of Business Research. 

The sympathies of the 
Concordia community go to all 
the members of his family. 


Marsden 


research into environmental 


changes. 

Marsden had a wide circle of 
friends throughout the university 
and, after his retirement, in his 
local community in the 
Townships. Always offering 
insightful contributions to dis- 
cussions, he often assisted others 
in their work. He was an impres- 
sive teacher, devoting a large 
share of his time to informal 
tutoring of students, inspiring 
many to pursue careers in the 
environmental sciences, often- 
times with great success. 

We extend our condolences to 
his four children, Kathy, John, 
Mungo and Henry. His wife, Joan, 
predeceased him. 





Conversations with the President 


Over the next few weeks, I'll be hosting a series of small get-togethers in my offices. 
“Conversations” will provide an opportunity for faculty, staff and students to chat in an informal | 
setting. For me, it will be a chance to hear your ideas, concerns and suggestions about Concordia. 


The get-togethers will be limited to 25 participants each, on a first-come first-served basis. 
To sign up: email conversations@concordia.ca 


The first series of meetings will be held on the following dates: 


SGW: January 22 
Loyola: January 29 
SGW: February 4 


2 — 3:30 p.m. 
9:30 — 11 a.m. 
10 — 11:30 a.m. 


(GM 801-04) 
(AD-224) 
(GM 801-04) 


Please join me and your colleagues for what promises to be a productive and lively exchange of ideas. 
| look forward to this next step in our discussion about Concordia’s future. 


JubITH WoopsworTH 


PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 





Patrick Kelley named Special Advisor to the 
VP Services on IT and Acting Head of IITS 


Vice-President Services Michael 
Di Grappa is pleased to 
announce the appointment of 
Patrick Kelley as Special 
Advisor to the Vice-President, 
Services, on Information 
Technology, as well as Acting 
Head of IITS, effective Jan. 12, 
2009. He replaces Andrew 
McAusland at the head of IITS. 

On Jan. 9, 2009, McAusland 
stepped down from his posi- 


tion as Associate Vice- 
President IITS to become the 
full-time President of 
eConcordia. Di Grappa ex- 
pressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to McAusland for 
his dedicated work over the 
past seven years and wished 


him every success in his role at 


eConcordia. 
Kelley will be responsible for 
ensuring IT development at 


Planning enters new 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE | 

“The three areas on which the 
panels will focus are very 
important to me, hence the 
name presidential. Members of 
each committee were selected 
based on the interest they have 
shown in the course of the con- 
sultation process, _ said 
Woodsworth. 

The panels will build on 
material collected to date, both 
in the open consultation 
process and prior to that via 
town hall meetings and strate- 
gic initiative reports produced 
over the last two years. In areas 
where information seems 
incomplete or contradictory, 
each panel is charged with solic- 
iting submissions, holding limit- 
ed or general consultations or 


otherwise seeking additional 
input. 

As this material is gathered 
and choices are made, the 
action plan will be filled in, 
specifying targets, goals and 
resource allocation required to 
achieve the strategic objectives. 

While this stage of the 
process provides for less exten- 
sive input, everyone is welcome 
to email panel chairs with their 
comments. The final set of 
objectives and action plan will 
evolve over the next few months 
so they can be reviewed by the 
Senate Committee on Academic 
Planning and Priorities and 
Faculty Councils before being 
endorsed by Senate, and ulti- 
mately brought before the 
Board. 


CLARIFICATION 


In our Dec. 4, 2008, article about the health journalism conference 
held in November, we neglected to mention the names of the 


organizers of the event. The conference represented a unique col- 
laboration between Brian Gabrial of the Journalism 
and Simon Bacon of the Department of Exercise Science. 





Concordia is consistent with 
the direction and focus of the 
emerging university strategic 
plan and the findings of the 
2008 IT Operational Efficiency 
Review. He will also assume the 
day-to-day leadership of IITS 
while a national search for a 
new leader of IITS takes place 


phase 


To view the draft strategic plan 
and learn more about the presi- 
dential panels, go to www.con- 


cordia.ca/strategicplanning 
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Studying the study of film 


Film prof Haidee Wasson co-edits volume on state of the discipline 


KAREN HERLAND 


As a newly-minted PhD nearly a 
decade ago, Film Studies profe- 
sor Haidee Wasson looked 
ahead and was surprised. Her 
chosen field — film studies — was 
widely claimed to be facing 
immanent decline. Some even 
predicted death. 

"As a person about to be 
admitted into the special club, I 
was reasonably disheartened to 
see that its very future was in 
question,” says Wasson. In 
response, she co-edited Invent- 
ing Film Studies, with Lee 
Grieveson of University College, 
London. 

Inventing Film Studies is a col- 
lection of papers tracing the 
evolution of film studies as a dis- 
cipline. The volume _ brings 
together the work of established 
pioneers with newcomers all 
interested in film’s role in the 
academy. 

Scratching the surface of the 
so-called crisis, Wasson realised 
that although celluloid as a 
medium was in decline, the 
presence and impact of moving 
images was expanding. The dis- 
cipline itself was also slowly 
being redefined. Film scholars 
had begun to address the impact 
of moving images on computer 
screens, cell phones and PDAs. 
Film studies was not dying... 
it was transforming. 

"Film studies offers a case 
study of how universities change 
and adapt. The study of film was 
long fuelled by the sense that 


studying cinema mattered to a 
changing world. Universities 
had a responsibility to respond. 
This is also true of new moving 
image technologies and cultural 
forms” 

Wasson underscores the 
health of inquiry into moving 
images, old and new, by pointing 
out Concordia's film faculty has 
published nine major volumes 
in the last 18 months. 

"Studying film involves trac- 
ing the relationship between 
film and industry, government 
policy, artists, cultural institu- 
tions, and the public,” explains 
Wasson, pointing out the impor- 
tance accorded film criticism in 
the popular press and the con- 


Ohio University became the subject of student filmmakers in the ‘ 





Be 


60s. 


stant discussion about the 
impact of new technologies all 
help tell the story of the study of 
film. "At its best, film studies 
maintains an interdisciplinary 
link to the world outside acade- 
mia.” 

Inventing Film Studies reassess- 
es some popular myths. "People 
think film studies was born after 
May 1968 in the intellectual revo- 
lution built on the back of student 
protests and activism. They see it 
as developing in parallel to, and 
informed by, the women's and gay 
rights movements, and anti-colo- 
nialism.” 

Although that marked an 
important phase, the book 
traces the study of film as far 






back as the earliest days of cine- 
ma. Wasson says cinema was 
initially studied at the turn of 
the century in sociological, psy- 
chological, and eventually in- 
dustrial terms. Its relationship 
to the humanities (for instance, 
its inclusion in the Fine Arts 
Faculty at Concordia) represents 
a more recent shift. 

“In assembling the collection, 
the editors approached key fig- 
ures. "Laura Mulvey and Peter - 
Wollen are considered founders 
of the discipline,” says Wasson. 
"We printed a dialogue between 
them about the moments they 
consider important." Mulvey 
was the recipient of an honorary 
doctorate at Concordia's June 
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2008 convocation ceremonies. 

Similarly, Camera Obscura, a 
paradigmatic feminist collective 
committed to publishing critical 
works on film and television, 
also contributed a chapter. 

The editors made an effort to 
move beyond an American per- 
spective, partly dictated by the 
centrality of Hollywood in film 
production. However, the con- 
tributions are limited to English, 
so the collection focuses on 
North America and the U.K. 

Wasson suggests that each 
chapter either introduces, refo- 
cuses or enhances an aspect of 
the discipline. "So many details 
emerge in the dialogue between 
author and editor.” 

For instance, York University's 
Michael Zyrd's chapter exam- 
ines the symbiotic relationship 
between avant-garde cinema 
and the academy that developed 
in the 60s and ‘70s. Usually staid 
institutions became major sites 
for the promotion and dissemi- 
nation of experimental film. 

"Avant-garde cinema relied on 
universities as an exhibition 
venue. Universities presented 
the work in an effort to stay rele- 
vant. They each needed the 
other to survive,” says Wasson. 

Wasson is currently examin- 
ing the impact of small mobile 
film technologies. She's investi- 
gating how - long before iPods 
and YouTube - portable film 
projectors and mobile screens 
transported moving images out 
of movie theatres and put them 
everywhere else. 


Film studies expands to offer PhD 


New Film and Moving Image Studies reflects dynamism of department 


KAREN HERLAND 


The vibrancy of Concordia’s film 
studies program, unique in its 
blend of continental and North 
American approaches to the dis- 
cipline, is further distinguishing 
itself with the launch of a new 
PhD program. 

“The strength of our program 
comes in good measure from 
the breadth and depth of our 
faculty, comparable to no other 
in Canada in this regard? says 


Martin Lefebvre, who has been 
developing the program over the 
last four years. 

The PhD in Film and Moving 
Image Studies is a purely "aca- 
demic" and research-oriented 
program that allows students 
to explore film and moving 
images from historical, theo- 
retical, aesthetic and cultural 
prespectives within the context 
of gobalization. The program is 
interdisciplinary in scope and 
draws from numerous fields in 


the humanities, including art 
history, literature, communica- 
tions, philosophy, -sociology, 
anthropology, cultural studies, 
gender and sexuality studies 
and semiotics. 

“Another unique strength of 
our program is that it doesn't cen- 
tre on the medium of film alone, 
but opens up onto the entire 
domain of ‘moving images’” says 
Lefebvre. He adds that this per- 
spective includes fine arts, enter- 
tainment industries and informa- 





tion technologies. 

When Lefebvre first started 
developing the program, there 
were no other PhD-level pro- 
grams in Canada devoted solely 
to the study of film. Since then, 
both Université de Montreal and 
York University have established 
programs. However, Canada is 
still far behind the U.S. and 
Europe, whose schools offer 
dozens of film programs at the 
doctoral level. 

Interest thus far has been 


strong with over 50. students 
vying for the seven available 
places. The department is home 
to three Concordia research 
chairs and currently houses two 
important academic journals. 
Lefebvre is the editor of Recherch- 
es sémiotiques/Semiotic Inquiry, 
the journal of the Canadian 
Semiotic Association, while 
Catherine Russell and Charles 
Acland (Communication Studies) 
serve as editors of The Canadian 
Journal of Film Studies. 


6 


CONCORDIA JOURNAL | January 15, 2009 





13f0¥d MOLALIISIE 1NY NYBIS XVH HL ASLNNOD 








A Brawl in a Tavern, Jan Steen (Dutch, 1626-1679) 





The Masters of the Goldsmith Guild in Amsterdam in 1701, juriaen Pool Il (Dutch, 1665-1745) 


Recovery discovery 


Stern Restitution Project 
identifies 45 more artworks 


KAREN HERLAND 


A further 45 important Old 
Master artworks have been con- 
firmed as among the missing 
canvases belonging to the Max 
Stern Estate. As one of three 
institutional beneficiaries of the 
estate, Concordia has been 
actively involved in the Stern Art 
Restitution Project since its 
inception in 2002. 

The project team has worked 
tirelessly to identify, catalogue, 
locate and recover works that 
had been in Stern's possession 
from the time the Gestapo 
ordered him in 1935 to cease 
practicing his profession until 
1937 when he had to liquidate 
the last of his holdings. 

The Gestapo’ first letter was 
sent almost at the exact 
moment that the Nuremberg 
laws came into effect. 

Recent research at the 
Netherlands Institute of Art 
(RKD) has uncovered corre- 
spondence confirming Stern's 
ownership of numerous canvas- 
es during that period (three of 
which are illustrated at left). The 
Galerie Stern in Diisseldorf han- 
dled Dutch and Flemish works 
and Stern frequently called on 
the RKD experts to confirm their 
authenticity. 

Clarence Epstein, responsible 
for special projects and cultural 
affairs in the President's office, 
says the correspondence reveals 
that Stern tried to first sell off 
the more valuable works from 
the gallery. Many of those paint- 
ings are the subject of the corre- 
spondence at the RKD, under- 
scoring the importance of the 
identification of these works. 

"This research has uncovered 
a wealth of leads that will help 
us advance claims on dozens of 
paintings,” explains Epstein. 

The newly-identified works 
have all been added to the Art 
Loss Register, the world's largest 
private database of stolen, loot- 
ed and missing works of art, 
including those sold in forced 
sales during the Nazi era. 

As the number of identified 
works grows, Assistant to the 
Director Sandra Margolian has 
been working closely with the 
Holocaust Claims Processing 
Office in New York and 
Concordia’s IITS to develop a 
database to track the works and 


information about them and 
their potential whereabouts. 
The database, which Margolian 
says will keep track of over a 
thousand works that went 
through the Galerie Stern when 
it is finished later this year, is 
unique. 

Among’ those _ recently 
described in Stern's letters and 
added to the databases is the 
Jan Wellens de Cock painting 
which representatives of the 
Christie's auction house 
returned to the Estate at a 
press conference in Berlin last 
month. While in Berlin, Epstein 
also attended an international 
symposium on art restitution. 
The two-day event was organ- 
ized by the German ministry of 
culture with the participation 
of delegates 
Europe and America. 

The symposium also spotlight- 
ed the exhibition on looted art at 
the Jewish Museum in Berlin. The 
Stern case was selected as one of 
15 stories to be featured in the 
exhibition, of some 300 possible 
family histories. The museum's 
decision to include Stern's story 
was partly based on the excellent 
research done by Art History 
Professor Catherine MacKenzie 
for the show she premiered at 
Concordia in October 2006. 
Auktion 392: Reclaiming the 
Galerie Stern, Diisseldorf illus- 
trates the final transaction pur- 
suant to the Gestapo's order to 
shut down the gallery, and fore- 
ing the liquidation of the remain- 
ing 228 canvases, in late 1937. 

The Stern Art Restitution 
Project has been instrumental in 
convincing international courts 
to recognize the illegality of such 
forced sales. One of the project's 
lawyers in Washington, Thomas 
Kline, explained at the Berlin 
press conference that the recent 
decision by the U.S. Court of 
Appeals to uphold a lower court's 
decision on the Estate's owner- 
ship of the Winterhalter painting 
(see Journal, Jan. 17, 2008) clearly 
affirms, "requiring Dr. Stern to 
sell the painting was the same as 
confiscating it, or stealing it from 
him.’ 

Auktion 392 has toured in 
North America and Europe and 
is currently on exhibition in 
Hereford, England. There are 
plans to bring that exhibition to 
Germany as well. 


from across 
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The limits of quantitative evaluation 


New volume asks how the value of education can be measured 


KAREN HERLAND 





Education professor Ayaz 
Naseem did not pull any 
punches in Scientism and 
Education: Empirical Research 
as Neo-Liberal Ideology (co- 
authored with Emery Hyslop- 
Margison of the University of 
New Brunswick). The book 
argues persuasively that use of 
traditional, empirical research 
methods to improve the quality 
of education in society is not 
only inadequate, it might actu- 
ally be an impediment. 

The argument’s receptive 
audience is evidenced by its 
place among the winners of the 
prestigious American Educa- 
tional Studies Association 
(AESA) 2008 Critics Choice 
Book Awards. 

“I was a bit surprised by the 
recognition. This is an 
American award and the book 
is critical of policies there. It is 
a clarion call to challenge some 


Education professor Ayaz Naseem. 


popular assumptions,” says 
Naseem. The book was recog- 
nized for its originality of 
research; scholarly/ intellectu- 
al impact on the field and the 
significance of the topic. 

The two researchers open 
their book by stating that the 
entire discipline of education is 
at a critical crossroads, affirm- 
ing the last 150 years of schol- 
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arship represent “epistemologi- 
cal mistakes.” They argue the 
discipline should be bypassed 
in favour of a direction that 
recognizes the limits of empiri- 
cal research and takes the 
“more enlightened choice ... 
(that) emphasizes instead the 
purposes, goals and strategies 
of education within a demo- 
cratic society. In short, the 
book challenges the centrality 
of quantitative research that 
often dismisses qualitative fac- 


tors as less theoretically 
grounded. 
Although the book addresses 


an American trend, it is one 
that continues to influence 
Cana-dian practice. For 
instance, the U.S. federal pro- 
gram No Child Left Behind, 
introduced by the Bush admin- 
istration, relies on scientific 
tools to measure the effective- 
ness of teachers and educa- 
tional programs in a standard- 
ized way. These same measures 


are being increasingly support- 
ed by programs like SSHRC in 
their evaluation of Canadian 
research projects involving the 
field of education. 

“The real problem with this 
form of measurement is that it 
does not take into account dif- 
ferences in class, gender, race 
or ethnicity; argues Naseem. 
“It is based on the assumption 


‘that all students are on a level 


playing field” He is careful to 
point out that this is not a lib- 
eral argument for reverse dis- 


crimination but one that needs * 


to acknowledge very real gaps 
in access and opportunity. 

The danger with these 
assumptions is that children 
are promoted, demoted, and 
(ultimately) labeled, based on 
the results of these supposedly 
objective measures. 

A second argument in 
Scientism and Education builds 
on this criticism within a cli- 
mate of neo-liberal policy. 


Naseem and his co-author 
argue that educational institu- 
tions are increasingly measur- 
ing successful graduates solely 
by their ability to integrate into 
the job market. They wonder 
whether that is the best meas- 
ure of achievement. 

“Do we want our students to 
be workers for the global 
economy, or democratic citi- 
zens?” If the latter is valued, 
other determinants might be 
more appropriate markers of 
success. 

Naseem continues to apply 
these ideas to his current 
research projects. He has a 
book coming out with Palgrave 
Macmillan that considers the 
constitution of gendered citi- 
zenship in developing coun- 
tries using women in Pakistan 
as a focus. His research proj- 
ects are funded by the SSHRC, 
the FQRSC and the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation, 
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Mapping Montreal’s music scene — just how different are we? 


Russ Cooper 


When most people go out to hear 
music in Montreal, they might 
bring along comfy shoes or a 
friend. Geography, Planning and 
Environment master's student 
Thomas Cummins-Russell might 
bring a map. 

As his thesis, the 24-year old is 
examining the social networks 
underpinning the economic 
interaction between the many 
facets of the Montreal music 
industry (musicians, venues, pro- 
moters, etc.) in relation to the 
unique characteristics of the city. 
His goal is to give an accurate 
geographic depiction of how 
Montreal sets itself apart from 
other cities. 

And he's setting himself apart 
in the process. Cummins-Russell 
has earned over $56 000 in pri- 
vate, provincial and federal fund- 
ing for his two-year study. 

For his thesis supervisor, 
Cummins-Russell [BA 07] was 
paired up with Assistant 
Professor Norma Rantisi, whose 
work examines creative indus- 
tries through a geographic lens 
(ie. the video game industry or 
Cirque du Soleil). Equipped with 
ideas for her students to examine 


related subjects, Cummins- 
Russell and Rantisi refined the 
focus of the study together, 
choosing to investigate the music 
community in Montreal. 

"I never had aspirations to get 
into the music business, but I 
wanted to look at something that 
was fairly concrete,” he says. "At 
the end of my study, I wanted to 
be able to say, 'l know something 
about the industry.” 

He's closely examining the idea 
of ‘clustering’ — the close physical 
proximity of artists within a certain 
area that are able to create a per- 
sonal and direct form of collabora- 
tion influenced by the time and 
place in which the artists are part 
of. A human network, or 'buzz, if 
you will. This type of collaboration, 
Cummins-Russell stresses, is not 
possible through electronic means. 
"Try having a band practice over 
the phone or email,” he says. 

Having completed the inter- 
view and data gathering portions 
of his research (42 interviews in 
total; roughly half musicians and 
half venue owners/promoters, 
etc.), he is currently in the process 
of distilling the information to 
defend the thesis in April or May 
of this year. 

He points to the diversification 
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Progressive jazz trio Torngat studied music at Concordia. French horn player Pietro Amato (left) is a perfect 
example of musicians diversifying; Amato plays in numerous bands, including Bell Orchestre and Arcade Fire. 
Also pictured are Julien Poissant (drums) and Mathieu Charbonneau (keyboards). 


of the music business as key 
among his findings. Musicians, he 
uses as an example, are performing 
in numerous groups, promoting 
and booking their own concerts, 
facilitating recording sessions, etc.; 
aspects of the business traditional- 
ly handled by other people. 
Choosing Montreal for the study 
was not only due to it being his 
adopted home, Cummins-Russell 
believes the city is extremely 
unique for many different reasons. 
He recognizes Montreal's con- 
trolled rent, its long history of cre- 
ative openness, and its historical 


links to New York and Toronto as 


contributing factors — the "place-* 


based attributes,” as he calls it. 

"It's a secondary-sized city, 
meaning it's not as big as the 
country's biggest. It's an amazing 
place to cut your teeth and col- 
laborate, but Montreal can't holis- 
tically sustain enormously popu- 
lar bands due to the relatively 
small size of its industry.” 

That said, Cummins-Russell 
credits the province of Quebec for 
its unparalleled support of cultur- 
al expression. "Quebec really val- 
ues protecting its culture. It helps 


give rise to programs that truly 
help artists,” he says. "There's real 
solidarity here.” 

However unexpected his study 
path and success has been, 
Cummins-Russell is able to put a 
family spin on the saying, dance 
with the one that brung ya. His 
father, a musician originally from 
Louisiana, plays Cajun and 
Quebecois folk and his mother is 
a professor at the University of 
Laval. 

"You could've pretty much pre- 
dicted Id do what I'm doing," he 
says. 
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Holiday dinner far away from home 


KAREN HERLAND 


Currently, 11% of Concordia’s 
student body are international 
students, miles from the 150 
different countries they nor- 
mally call home. 

For the ninth year running, 
Advancement and Alumni 
Relations has established an 
annual event directly acknowl- 
edging the fact more than 4 000 
of our students are unable to 
be with their families during 
the holidays. Holding a dinner 
Dec. 27 at the Hotel Nelligan in 
Old Montreal, over 250 stu- 
dents from 50 different coun- 
tries took the opportunity to 
share a meal and create a spe- 
cial sense of community.The 
meal combined local foods like 
smoked meat with fatouche. 

In an article the following 
day in The Montreal Gazette, 
reporter Jason Magder gave a 
colourful account of the event. 

"I'm glad I got to experience 
my first white Christmas, but I 
never thought it would be this 
cold," said Kenyan student 





Hundreds of international Concordia students gather to enjoy a holiday meal courtesy of Advancement and Alumni Relations. 
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Rebecca Gideon, 26. 


“I'm delighted to take part in 


this festive occasion in honour 


customs and traditions. It is 
this diversity of cultures, back- 
grounds and approaches of 


Chancellor. “We value them for 
their contributions to campus 
life and for sharing their own 


of our international students,” 
said Judith Woodsworth, 
Concordia President and Vice- 


both our students and faculty 
that contributes to the identity 
and fabric of Concordia” 


CLASSACTION 





Frank Zappa: Composer, Social Critic, Teacher 


Russ Cooper 
To some, a nuisance whose 
music was juvenile and brash: 
To others, a genius whose clari- 
ty and vision rocketed expres- 
sion to electrifying new heights. 

Artist and composer Frank 
Zappa was many things to 
many people. And for 
Concordia students wanting 
something for themselves, 
there's Lecturer Mike 
Pinsonneault's FFAR 398A- 
Frank Zappa: Composer and 
Social Critic. 

Now in its fourth edition, the 
class examines the impact 
Zappa had on popular culture 
of early- to mid-'60s until his 
death in 1993 through his revo- 
lutionary music and visual art, 
his outspoken political com- 
mentary and dichotomous per- 
sonality. 

During its inaugural year in 
2002, the class was under the 
music department umbrella, 





Frank Zappa, circa 1974, 


gearing primarily towards ana- 
lyzing Zappa's complex musical 
structures with an equal helping 
of context examining his social 
influence, and culminated with 
a performance of his work. This 
year, as with the last three ses- 
sions, the class has been offered 
within a broader fine arts spec- 
trum with less formal musical 
theory with the hope of expand- 
ing Zappa's appeal beyond the 
musician set. 

During Pinsonneault's course, 
students listen to select cuts 


from Zappas vast recording 
library (Vanier Library having 
more than 40 of Zappa's 60+ 
official releases) to glean per- 
spective on Zappa's story. 
Besides formal essays and lis- 
tening tests, 20% of the final 
grade is keeping an on-going 
blog to document, ‘a written 
record of understanding of 
Zappa's life and career.” 

And that's where it gets inter- 
esting — getting to know Zappa. 
Complicated and convoluted, 
Zappa was revered for his tech- 
nically groundbreaking musical 
innovation but often disregard- 
ed due to his lyrical content, 
many times deemed immature 
and/or misogynistic. Upon 
closer examination, however, 
Zappa habitually made scald- 
ing commentary on American 
society. 

He gained worldwide politi- 
cal recognition by testifying at 
the U.S. congressional hearings 
of the mid-'80s in vehement 


opposition to Tipper Gore's 
Parents Music Resource Center 
(PMRC) and her attempt to cen- 
sor musical lyrics and impose 
the ‘Parental Advisory’ sticker 
to controversial albums. 

From the outset, Pinson- 
neault'’s class has always been 
well received, consistently filling 
to its 60 to 70 student capacity. 
As for a clear reason why, he 
can't put a magic finger on it. 

"The people taking the class 
might be doing it because their 
parents listened to him and 
want to learn more, maybe 
because they're die-hard fans 
wanting to learn something 
new, he says. "It might even be 
due to Quebec's strange passion 
for progressive rock, or it might 
be totally at random. Whatever 
it is, his name and work carry 
weight.” 

Beyond simply digging his 
music, Pinsonneault partly 
credits his own strange passion 
for Zappa to Loyola High 


School chum and Gazette music 
writer Bernard Perusse, "the 
guy who always had all the new 
records.” 

A professional musician (alto 
sax/flute/voice) for the majori- 
ty of his adult life, Pinsonneault 
has had a fluctuating relation- 
ship with Zappas music. "He 
falls by the wayside, but I always 
come back to him. I always 
need nourishment." 

As for the nourishment of his 
students, Pinsonneault believes 
Zappa is as pertinent today as it 
was in his own time and hopes 
they'll see the knowledge 
Zappa, obvious or otherwise, 
imparted on society. 

"In a lot of ways, our society 
has reverted to the mentality of 
the '50s, the era that helped 
make Zappa who he was.” he 
says. "Many social issues he 
touched on are still relevant 
today. He always questioned 
conformity, and it's still worth 
doing it today.” 
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JMSB Case Competition gets tougher 


Concordia hosts international competition from Jan. 5 to 10 


KAREN HERLAND 


For the 28” year, Concordia was 
proud to welcome business stu- 
dents from around the world for 
the annual John Molson MBA 
International Case Competition. 
Held from Jan 5 to 10, over 200 
students representing 36 schools 
participated in the event. 

Unfortunately, traditionally 
strong teams from Quebec such 
as McGill, HEC, Laval and 
Concordia didn’t get to the 
semi-finals. But for organizer 
Rina Maarit Albala, new win- 
ners signals the competition's 
growing popularity and emerg- 
ing strength of other teams. 

“It actually demonstrates that 
the competition is heating up 
and the newer teams are really 
strong,’ said Albala. This year, the 
University of South Carolina took 
home the title. 

Albala and _ co-organizers 
Olivier Romain, Alex Dumesle 
and Catalina Zambrano applied 
to be the organizing team last 
spring. Their application was 
endorsed by the case competi- 
tion's board of directors. 





The complete organizing team for the 28th annual John Molson International Case Competition (from left): 


Alex Dumesle, Rina Maarit Albala, Jenny Therriault, Olivier Romain, Elizabeth Gillis, Catalina Zambrano, Ted 
Walker (sustainability advisor on the project), Angelika Mehta and Amit Nir. 


The organizers work closely 
with the board throughout the 
planning stage. JMSB Dean Sanjay 
Sharma, Associate Dean Grad- 
uate Programs Alan Hochstein 
and Academic Advisor of the John 
Molson MBA International Case 
Competition Peter O'Brien repre- 
sent the academic community on 
the board. The other 11 members 
come from industry. The student 
organizers handle the planning 


and execution of this event, 


backed by the guidance and expe- 


rience of the board of directors. 
“We get six credits for our work 


on the event, but sometimes it 


feels like the work of 10 classes; 
said Albala. “Luckily, it’s an unfor- 


gettable experience and well 
worth the time and effort you put 


into it. This is definitely the high- 


light of my academic career” . 


The organizers are responsi- 


ble for fundraising, budget 
planning, overseeing registra- 
tion, finding the 250 corporate 
judges needed to evaluate the 
teams’ performance and man- 
aging publicity and media. 
They also rely on four executive 
assistants who earn three cred- 
its for their role in the planning. 
Albala had been an assistant in 
the 2008 competition and 
enjoyed it so much she decided 
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to return as an organizer. 

Of course, a case competition 
depends on cases. Last May, 
Zambrano got in touch with pro- 
fessional case writers who sub- ~ 
mitted close to 60 possible sce- 
narios for the competition. Of 
those submissions, five previous- 
ly unpublished problems were 
selected for this year. 

Participants are expected to 
demonstrate their abilities by 
responding quickly to these real- 
life corporate problems. 

Throughout the week, each 
four-person team is locked in a 
room with a 20-page document 
outlining salient information 
about a corporation and an issue 


it is currently facing. 
With no computers or cell- 
phones (just markers and 


acetates), the team has to break 
down the problem, present a 
solution and illustrate it in three 
hours. They then make a profes- 
sional presentation to the judges. 
This year's final case addressed 
the current woes of Starbucks. 

The organizers are still finish- 
ing up and working on their 
final report. 





Russ Cooper 
a 


Christine Jamieson knows knowl- 
edge knows no borders. 

For two years now, Jamieson 
has been the Canadian director of 
the North American Mobility 
Program (NAMP), a Human 
Resources and Social Develop- 
ment Canada-funded exchange 
program facilitating the flow of 
knowledge through select univer- 
sities in Canada, the U.S. and 
Mexico. 

Open to upper-level under- 
graduate and graduate students, 
the program is a one-semester 
exchange with a three-fold set of 
goals: Giving the students oppor- 
tunities to face challenging issues 
from a different geographic angle; 
presenting a chance to collabo- 
rate with international students; 
and creating an ongoing conti- 
nental network of academics. 

"The program is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to 
broaden their horizons,’ says 
Jamieson, who also serves as 
chair and associate professor in 
Theological Studies. "I hope to 
generate more interest from 
Canadian students by having par- 


Knowledge without Borders 


ticipants from Concordia speak 
to other students about the posi- 
tive impact of their exchange.” 
Since the program began, 
Concordia has received six stu- 
dents from Mexico and two from 
the U.S. Last semester saw a flur- 
ry of activity involving Concordia, 
hosting four students from 
Mexican universities. 
Twenty-six-year-old theologi- 
cal studies master's student Colin 
Babin ventured to Howard 
University in Washington as part 
of his NAMP experience. Now 
back in Montreal, Babin reflects 
fondly on work he did while there 
and the chance to see the world 
from a different angle. "They take 
their research and work very seri- 
ously, and they were so welcom- 
ing,” he says. "I had a great time.” 
Co-authoring a paper on 


copyright ethics while at 
Howard, Babin credits the U.S. 
program director Wayne 


Patterson and philosophy pro- 
fessor Charles Verharen for 
enriching his exchange. 

"It was an extremely rewarding 
and extremely challenging expe- 
rience,’ says Babin. "It was a lot of 
hard work, but I was pleased with 


the end result." Babin was the 
third Concordia student to par- ~ 
ticipate in the program. 

The exchange involves three 
universities from the U.S., three 
from Mexico and three from 
Canada (Concordia, Université 
de Montréal and University of 
Ottawa-affiliate St. Paul 
University). All nine are current- 
ly working together to develop 
an online course to help further 
facilitate the sharing of knowl- 
edge between program partici- 
pants. 

Although Jamieson is director, 
the program does not take a the- 
ological leaning. Each year, the 
program directors scan their 
grad and undergrad calendars to 
find courses relevant to ethics, 
science and public policy and 
place them within a collective 
calendar. Interested students are 
then able to choose courses sup- 
porting their own studies, but 
with added foreign perspective. 
The participants are not required 
to take the selected courses, but 
usually do because they relate to 
the theme of the project. In the 
process, students earn credit 
toward their degrees at their 


home school. 

The actual exchange has only 
been _up-and-running at 
Concordia since fall of 2007, 
while the groundwork took a bit 
longer to establish. In the spring 
of 2006, Jamieson was contacted 
by Wayne Patterson, the US 
NAMP program director and 
Senior Fellow in International 
Programs at Howard University 
in Washington. Jamieson reck- 
ons it was her work in bioethics 
relating to stem-cell research 





Assistant Professor in Theology André Gagné (left) and Mexican exchange 


and genetic technology that 
made her stand out to 
Patterson. 

"The theme of the program fit 
well with the research I con- 
ducted for Health Canada. My 
theological and social ethics for- 
mation resonated with the ques- 
tions the program was seeking 
to address," she says. 

By the end of the program in 
2011, each country hopes to 
have had 21 participants in the 
NAMP. 


NOSIIMVI INLLSIHD 


student Adrian Donneaud Maldonado share a harmonious moment at the 
Theological Studies Christmas party in December. 
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Concordia's charitable endeavours 





Carolers working their musical magic; (from left) Lorraine Toscano, Cynthia Hedrich, Adrienne Willott, and Danielle 





Pullen. Absent were Roberto Chen-Rangel, Filomena de Gennaro and Katherine Hedrich. 


SHELAGH PEDEN Fund (SEFF), which provides 
$2-meals and food vouchers 
for grocery stores to students 
having trouble making ends 


meet. 


Before the holiday break, 
Concordians were busy helping 
others through charitable 


endeavours, both within and 
outside the university. 

The Multi-faith Chaplaincy 
held a successful drive for the 
Student Emergency and Food 


The fund was supported by a 
number of groups and events on 
campus, including the Faculty of 
Fine Arts Collective Giving proj- 
ect and the Tie-a-Ribbon-on- 


the-Tree event held in the 
Library Atrium. The campaign, 
which raised nearly $21 000, 
exemplifies the wonderful com- 
munity spirit at Concordia, 
often in very creative ways. 
Carolers For a Cause also 
raised $1 713 for the SEFF by 
singing holiday favourites in var- 
ious areas on campus. Thanks to 
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the generosity of passers-by, 
they well exceeded their goal of 
$1 000. 

The Concordia Centraide 
Campaign tallied at $167 325, 
just short of this year's goal. The 
CARE-y-oke event held Dec. 6 in 
the EV atrium raised close to 
$1 000 from the audience who 
enjoyed the lively performances 
by staff members. Photos of this 
and the pasta lunch were posted 
online: centraide.concordia.ca 

In the final week of the cam- 
paign, grand prizes were drawn: 
Congratulations to May Patton, 
who won the round-trip flight to 
New York, and Luigina Vileno, 
who won the 42” plasma TV. 

The annual libraries’ 
Christmas Auction, in its 19th 
year, raised more than $4 500, 
which will be divided among a 
number of charities: Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy, Financial Aid and 
Awards, Auberge Madeleine, 
Can Serve Foundation, Chez 
Doris, C.O.D.E (Canadian 
Organization for Development 
through Education), Dans la 
Rue, The Gazette Christmas 
Fund, Operation Eyesight 
Universal, OXFAM, Sun 
Youth,and The Women's Centre 
of Montreal. 

Chez Doris was also among 
the beneficiaries of the annual 
food drive run by Lise Tavares 


and her “angels without wings; 
the people from the distribution 
department. The team also col- 
lected non-perishables, _ toi- 
letries, toys and clothing for St. 
Michael's Mission, also known 
as the Red Roof Church. What 
once began as a meager four- 
box donation grew to more than 
six pallets for each charity this 
year, which-included the results 
of drives held at Reebok and the 
Dean of Students Office. Michel 
Gendron in Distribution said it 
was "one of the best” drives he’s 
seen to date. 

Kevin Figsby and the Stingers 
men’s hockey team were inter- 
viewed by CFCF 12 sports 
reporter André Corbeil about 
their annual community service 
event for LAbri en Ville, an 
agency devoted to helping those 
dealing with mental illness. 

The Jazz Studies Department 
held a Jazzy Christmas fundrais- 
er in support of the The Gazette 
Christmas Fund on Dec. 11 at 
Grumpy’s. Melissa Pipe, a jazz 
student who works at The 
Gazette, first approached a 
shopping mall with the idea, but 
they weren't interested. The 
event, which is hoped to become 
annual, raised $427 for the 
Montreal charity that gives 
Christmas baskets to families in 
need. 


The Journal wants you 


The Journal is the only regular campus publication dedicated to document- 
ing the achievements of our faculty, staff and students. Every two weeks, we 
aim to deliver a current and engaging snapshot of who we are and where 
we're headed. 


With tens of thousands of people throughout the university — an institution 
spread across two campuses, four faculties, several schools and numerous 
fields of interest — this is a sizable feat. 


For this reason, we rely our community members to keep us up-to-date on 
all the remarkable things happening at Concordia. To best communicate 
your story, there are a few elements that need consideration: 


|. Timeliness. Why is your story important right now? Is it better to com- 
municate before to encourage participation or after to report success? 


2. Relevance. What difference is being made? How will the 
event/research/achievement affect Concordia's present and future? Does 
your news capitalize on a particular strength of Concordia or its community? 
Does your story have broad appeal outside your discipline or department? 


3. People. Getting to know names and faces goes a long way in building com- 
munity. Better still, are you part of collaboration between departments or 
faculties, or received a grant from a noteworthy institution? 


4. Advance notice. To give your news the best coverage we can, we need to 
know about it well in advance. Since we usually coordinate each issue two 
weeks before publication, the earlier we know, the better. Visit Gournal.con- 
cordia.ca/publication for our publication schedule. 


Don't hesitate to drop us a phone call (ext. 4882) or a quick email 
(cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca). We look forward to hearing about what you're 
doing. 

The Journal Staff 


Murray Sang’s Swan Song. 
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Continuing Education Admini- 
strator Maureen Habib gives for- 
mer Director of the Centre for 
Continuing Education Murray 
Sang a farewell kiss at the Irish 
Embassy Pub on Jan. 6, 2008. 


After 21 years of service at 
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Concordia, Sang has accepted a 
senior position at the University 
of Ottawa. More than 50 of Sang's 
co-workers and friends gathered 
at the evening get-together to 
reminisce and celebrate not only 
his contribution to the growth 
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and development of Continuing 
Education at Concordia, but his 
selfless dedication to the uni- 
versity and events like the 
annual Concordia Shuffle, and 
other community activities. 
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Many Musical Worlds 


David Huron, Ohio State University, will speak about his work comparing the listening expe- 
rience across cultures in a lecture entitled, "Many Musical Worlds: Globalization and the 
Psychology of Difference” on Thurs., Jan. 15 at 7 p.m. in the SB atrium, 1590 Docteur-Penfield, 
as part of the CISSC Visiting Lecture series. An advanced seminar for faculty and students will 
be held the following day. See cissc.concordia.ca for details. 


Iron Wall screening 


PAJU (Palestinian and Jewish Unity) will present /ron Wall at Cinema du Parc, 3575 Parc Ave., 
on Thurs., Jan. 15. This movie about Israeli-Palestinian conflict is said to be "a must” for any- 
one who wants to understand the long-standing conflict. The French version starts at 7 p.m. 
and the English version at 9 p.m. www.theironwall.ps 





From King Jr. to Obama 





On Thurs., Jan. 19, Martin Luther King Jr. Day and the eve of Barack Obama's inauguration, 
Charles E. Cobb, Jr., will speak in H-937. He is a distinguished journalist who has worked for 
National Geographic and National Public Radio and is now senior writer and diplomatic cor- 
respondent for AllAfrica.com and a visiting professor of Africana Studies at Brown University. 
The lecture begins at 8:30 p.m. in H-937. For more, see news.concerdia.ca 


Photo and Writing Contest 





Accenti Magazine is holding its annual literary contest and photo competition. Open to all 
writers and photographers, established and emerging, the challenge of the photo contest is to 
“Capture an Italian Moment” and the essay must make reference to Canada and Italy, or the 
Italian Canadian experience. Deadline is Jan. 20. Winners will be presented at the Blue 
Metropolis Festival, April 22 to 26. First prize for each contest is $1 000 and publication in 
Accenti. For more information, see www.accenti.ca 


Speaking of Photography 


On Mon,, Jan. 19, John Raeburn of the University of lowa in "Tradition and Modernity in Ben 
Shahn's American Scene, 1938" will discuss the clash between mass culture and small-town 
America as portrayed in Ben Shahn's photos. The lecture, held in EV 1.605 at 6:30 p.m., is free 
and everyone is welcome. 


Workshop on copyright implications 


Concordia Libraries are offering a workshop to professors and graduate students on the 
Canadian Copyright Act and how its application can affect university teaching. Held Wed., 
Jan. 21 from 11 to 12:30 p.m. in LB-211, the workshop will be facilitated by Olivier 
Charbonneau. 


Summer in Beijing 





The department of Classics, Modern Languages and Linguistics is organizing a study program 
in Beijing over summer 2009 for Concordia students. The eight-week, 12-credit program costs 
approximately $3 000, with possible funding of $750 from the Student Mobility Bursary. All 
language levels are offered. For full details, attend an information session held Wed., Jan. 21 
at 5 p.m. or Thurs., Jan 22 at noon, both held in S-H 1013. If you are unable to attend, contact 
Lian Duan at lduan@alcor.concordia.ca or ext. 2488. 


Kick the habit 


“I Quit” is a smoking cessation program offered to Concordia staff and faculty who are seri- 
ous about quitting smoking. Facilitated by trained professionals from Health Services, it con- 


Open House 
January 24, 2009 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


http://openhouse.concordia.ca 


Sir George Williams Campus 
1400 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Montreal, Quebec 

Guy-Concordia metro 


sists of weekly two-hour sessions given over an eight-week period. Follow-ups are available. 
Sessions begin in February and finish in late March. There is a participation fee of $25. Find 
out more about the “I Quit” program at an information session on Thurs., Jan. 22 from noon 
to 1 p.m. in the Health Services conference room, ER 407. Register by email, eap@alcor.concor- 
dia.ca, or call ext. 3667. 


AIDS/HIV Lecture Series 


On Thurs., Jan. 22, award-winning Cuban-American poet and doctor Rafael Campo will 
present a lecture titled, “What the Body Told: Poetry and HIV’ Beginning at 6 p.m. in H- 
110, this lecture is free and open to the general public. For more on this and other lectures, 
see aids.concordia.ca 


Humanities Doctoral Research Seminar Series 


. On Fri., Jan. 23, the panel "Transforming Displacement: Food, Translation, Beauty, Political 


identity’ will be held from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in LB 659-4. This panel is part of an interdiscipli- 
nary seminar series hosted by the Humanities Doctoral Program and the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture (CISSC), with the support of a Renaud 
Graduate Fellowship. These seminars are aimed at undergraduate and graduate students 
from a range of disciplines in the faculties of Arts and Science and Fine Arts, and all 
Concordians are welcome. 





Faculty Showcase 








Join us for a series of presentations about new and interesting research topics across our four 
faculties at this year's Faculty Showcase. Jan. 24 , LB-211. Feaatured are the JMSB’s Marylene 
Gagné, Steven High of the History department, Pragasen Pillay of engineering and Barbara 
Layne of Fine Arts. For details and to rsvp: alumni.concordia.ca/register. 


Dance performance 


Concordia dancers K8 Alsterlund and b-boy Luca “Lazylegz” Patuelli will perform at Studio 
303, 372 Ste. Catherine St. W., on Sat., Jan. 24 at 7 and 9 p.m. as part of Vernissage-danse #142: 
Ground. Tickets are $12, on sale at the door or at www.studio303.ca 


Workshop for part-time faculty (CUPFA) 


The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services is offering an orientation session for CUPFA 
members on Sun., Jan. 25 in L-AD 308 from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. This one-day introduction to 
teaching at Concordia will offer a supportive environment in which to learn and practice a 
variety of pedagogical techniques to facilitate the active engagement of all learners from a 
variety of backgrounds. For more, contact CUPFA at ext. 3691 or Zeeta Maharaj at ext. 2495 or 
teaching@concordia.ca 





Anyone for LASAGNA? 


This exhibition by the Advanced Projects in Print class held at ARPRIM, 372 St. Catherine St. 
West, Suite 426, runs until Jan. 28. The prints, created with a layering methodology, are all in 
a 22”x22” format and are available for sale. The gallery is open from Wednesday to Saturday, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Hair Follies and Accrétion 


Until Fri., Feb. 6, the exhibition Hair Follies is on display at the FOFA Gallery in the EV build- 
ing. It explores the double meaning of the word "perruque” and the transformative power of 
hair. The vernissage is on Thurs., Jan. 15 from 6 to 8 p.m. Held concurrently is Accrétion, an 
exhibit in the vitrines by Angela Silver and Amélie Brisson Darveau. See 
fofagallery.concordia.ca or call ext.7962 for full details. 


Loyola Campus 

7141 Sherbrooke St. West 
Montreal, Quebec 

Vendéme metro then #105 bus west 
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Stingers’ guard nears milestone 
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DANIEL RODRIGUES 


For the last four seasons Damian Buckley 
has stepped onto the court with the 
Stingers logo on his chest and the love of 
basketball in his heart. But each time the 
Concordia Stingers men’s team takes to 
the floor in the upcoming weeks, every 
basket Buckley makes will inch him ever 
closer to the 1 000-point mark for his reg- 
ular season career. 

“To be honest I didn’t even know I was 
close; said Buckley. “To reach a 
1 000 would be a tribute to playing here 
and to my coaches and teammates,’ 

Buckley, a 24-year-old guard and 
Montreal native, currently sits at 901 reg- 
ular season points accumulated over his 
four season with the Stingers. 

Reaching the | 000-mark would only 
help to bolster a list of accomplishments 
that already includes being -named 
Concordia male athlete of the year and 
all-Canadian top 10 in 2007-08, as well as 
three-time Quebec Student Sports 


Federation first team all-star from 2005- 
06 to 2007-08. 

This season, in his team’s first six 
games, Buckley has registered 130 points, 
averaging 21.67 points per game. Now he 
sits just 99 points shy of joining the exclu- 
sive 1 000-point club. Seeing as how he 
only needs to average 10 points in each of 
this season's remaining 10 games to reach 
the milestone, the big question is not if, 
but rather when. 

“The biggest thing is winning; assured 
Buckley, who maintains the points record 
will not be on his mind. 

Currently, the Stingers have a 4-2 
record and are in a three-way tie for first 
place in the Quebec league. But he and 
his teammates aren't keeping their aspi- 
rations regional. The team feels being 
number one in the country isn't out of 
reach, nor is striving to be crowned 
nationwide kings. 

“The goal is a national championship,” 
said Buckley. “In my second year, we won 
the Quebec championship and going to 
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nationals we were ranked number one. 
Unfortunately things didn’t go as planned 
that year’ 

Although Buckley in his fourth year and 
still has the opportunity to play one more 
season, it is another Buckley, his brother 
Dwayne, who is playing out his final sea- 
son with one last chance at national gold. 

“I've never played without him,’ said 
Damian. “We are hard on each other and 
expect a lot, but we know how to leave 
our feelings on the court’ 

Along with playing beside his brother, 
Damian's journey landed him a spot 
amongst the top 22 players in Canada’s 
national program last summer. Falling 
just short of making Team Canada for 
Olympic qualifications, he earned his way 
onto the national development squad and 
played in two international contests 
against Italy. 

In the meantime, the men's Stingers 


will set their sights on their crosstown 


rivals the McGill Redmen on Friday at 
6 p.m. at the Concordia gym. 


VULYHD OvIZ 


“As a graduate of the university, | take special interest in photographing Concordia structures and the environment within which they are found,” explains Ziad Chatila of this 
artisically-modified photo. “The view of the Hall and Library buildings, when juxtaposed with the digger in the foreground, represents rebirth.” If you would like to see your image 
here, visit our Flickr page at www.flickr.com/groups/concordiapicks and send us your Concordia pix. 


